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emiaency to fpeak firft, telling him, I would fet him right, if his informations , Period VL
were different from mine. He faid that the king and queen of Spain had re-
ceived Mr. Keene a*vec tonte la politeffe du monde^ had expreifed in a very civil
manner their obligation to his majefly for his friendly interpofition in the dif-
pute between them and the king of Portugal; but excufed themfelves from
accepting his majefty's mediation, having already accepted that of France.

I told the cardinal the account he had agreed perfectly with mine;, but I
.muft own to him, that when I received Mr. Keene's letters, I was a good deal
furprifed, becaufe I never heard that France had offered her mediation: that I
remembered very well his eminency had told me, fome time ago, that he had
direfted monfieur de Vaulgrenant to endeavour to appeafe the brails that were
fomenting between thofe two courts; and that, as he faid, without much hopes
of fuccefs, by which I looked upon the notion of the mediation of France,, as
coming rather from the defire of Spain, than from his eminences feeking it*
The cardinal puzzled a good while, but could not give me a direft and fair
anfwer. Tho* I kept him fome time to this fmgle point, he would not fay poli-
tively whether France had or had not offered the mediation of her own accord.
* The turn, I thought, he intended to give was, that Vaulgrenanthad a difcre-
tionary power, in cafe he found the court of Spain tradable,, to offer the media-
tion of France*

I afked him next, how he had managed Portugal; for, by Mr.. Keene's let-
ters, he feemed to have fome notion that they had fecured that crown before
they made their offers to Spain ? After a good deal of Ihuffiing, he told
me in confidence that, foon after the quarrel happened, one Mendez, a man
erfiployed here by the king of Portugal to buy pictures ajid curiofities, by
which means he gets admittance every where, came to him, and fhewed him a
letter he had received from monfieur de Mendbn^a, in which Mendon^a fays,
he. wifhes that France would ufe her endeavours to hinder Spain from attacking
Portugal: that from that time he, the cardinal, had not heard a fy liable more,
and therefore he believed the king of Portugal had no thoughts of profecuting
any thing here, and that thereupon he likewife had quite dropt it.

To prevent my queftioning him any farther, at which I found him very un-
eafy, he returned to his apprehenfions of the confluences of our fleet's failing,
as being no lefs than engaging a general war* He feemed in a manner vexed
that (tho* on their account) the court of Spain had declined his majefty's me-
diation* , He faid, he did not fee why we < might not be joint mediators; that,
for his part, he deflre4 no better j that the Garde des Sjeaux Ihould likewife-"
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